
DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AGENDA
May 7, 2024
12:00 PM

Meeting Room A
City-County Government Center

160 South Macy St
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin

I. Call To Order
A. Attendance
B. Declaration Quorum Present

II. Approval of Minutes
A. March 5, 2024

III.Actions
A. 171 South Main Street (Aurora's Apothecary)

Proposal: New windows - 2nd story
Applicant: Aurora's Apothecary
 

B. 109 South Main Street (Slim & Chubby's)
Proposal: Wall signage
Applicant: Slim & Chubby's
 

C. 231 South Main Street
Proposal: Exterior façade renovations
Applicant: Barber Enterprises Inc
 

D. 59-61 North Main Street (PS Beauty Lounge)
Proposal: Wall signage
Applicant: PS Beauty Lounge
 

IV. Adjourn
"The City of Fond du Lac provides equal opportunities and services to all individuals, including those individuals with disabilities."



DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AGENDA
CITY OF FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN

March 5, 2024
 

Subject:
Effect:
Initiator:
Location:
Recommendation:
  

ATTACHMENTS:
File Name
DARB_Minutes_3.5.2024.pdf



DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 
March 5, 2024 

12:00 P.M. 

 
Meeting Room A         160 South Macy Street 

City-County Government Center                                                        Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

  

 ROLL CALL:  

Present: Timothy Kent 

 Sam Meyer 

 Chris Smith 

 Shawn Willey 

 

Absent: None 

  

Administrative Staff:  Dyann Benson, Community Development Director 

 

Others in Attendance:  Amy Hansen, Executive Director 

  Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership 

  

 Chair Kent declared a quorum present at 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion made by Kent to approve the minutes of the January 2, 2024 meeting of the 

Downtown Architectural Review Board. 

 

Seconded by Willey. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Kent, Meyer, Smith, Willey 
 Nay – None  

Carried. 

 

 

ACTIONS 

18 East Division Street (18 Hands Alehouse) 

New Projecting Sign 

Appeared in Support: 

Sam Meyer, Project Applicant, 18 E Division St 

Motion made by Kent to approve the projecting sign with the exterior illumniation as 

proposed with the condition listed. The project approval is based on findings that the 
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proposed sign complies with the spirit and intent of the Downtown Design Overlay 

District regulations and the Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines. 

1. Sign permit is required before installation. 

Seconded by Smith. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Kent, Smith, Willey 

Nay – None 

Abstain – Meyer  

Carried. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion made by Kent to adjourn. 

Seconded by Willey.                           

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Kent, Meyer, Smith, Willey 

Nay – None  

Carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:07 p.m. 

 

MARGARET HEFTER, CITY CLERK 

DB/ss 



DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AGENDA
CITY OF FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN

171 South Main Street (Aurora's Apothecary)
 

Subject: Proposal: New windows - 2nd story
Applicant: Aurora's Apothecary
 

Effect:
Initiator:
Location:
Recommendation:
  

ATTACHMENTS:
File Name
Aurora_s_Apothecary_DARB_Memo.pdf

Auroras_Application_redacted.pdf

Exterior_Trim_Color.pdf



CITY OF FOND DU LAC - Memorandum 

Department of Community Development 
 

Date: April 30, 2024 

To:  Downtown Architectural Review Board 

From:  Dyann Benson, Community Development Director 

 

Re: Project Review –  171 S Main Street (Aurora’s Apothecary) 

Project Analysis 

Proposal:   New Windows – 2nd Story 

Historic Status:  Contributing Property, South Main Street Historic District 

    State/National Register of Historic Places 

 

Design Review: The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine if the 

proposed window replacements are compatible with the spirit and 

intent of the Downtown Design Overlay District regulations and the 

Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines. 

 

The property at 171 S Main Street is home to Aurora’s Apothecary. The property is located within 

the C-1 Central Business District.   

 

The applicant is seeking to replace the three (3) front windows facing Main Street on the 2nd floor. 

The existing windows have the appearance of four (4) panes with a curved upper frame painted 

white/cream in color. The applicant is proposing to replace them with three (3) double hung vinyl 

windows, no mullions, and using painted tin to fill in the rounded curve between the straight frame 

of the new windows and the rounded window opening.  The exterior trim would be Vintage 

Wicker.  

 

Findings 

The Downtown Design Overlay District is intended to: 

 

 Preserve and restore unique and historic buildings; 

 Ensure the coordinated design of new buildings and changes to existing buildings; 

 Minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties from buildings that may detract from the 

character and appearance of the district;  

 Aid in improving the overall economic viability of the district. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Relevant Code Sections: 

 

720-42 (D) Architectural Review Standards.  

 

Color and material elements apply to a building exterior that is generally visible to a public 

street and/or alley. 

(b) Primary exterior building materials should be similar and/or complementary to 

existing structures within the immediate area and the downtown area as a whole. 

Building materials should consider the facades of the structure and an adjoining 

structure to provide a suitable transition between facades. Where a side and/or rear 

elevation is not exposed to view from a public street, a combination of primary and 

secondary materials may be used. 

 

(6) Windows and doors should be similar in size, proportion and alignment based on the 

architectural style of the building. Original door and window openings and accenting features 

shall be maintained where practical. First floor windows are required and shall establish 

visibility and transparency along the street. Replacement windows and doors should, where 

possible, fit into the original opening, minimizing the amount of blocking and/or filler panels. 

Replacements should match the existing/original in size, shape and arrangement of panes. 

 

 

DARB Action 

The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine if the proposed replacement windows 

are compatible with the spirit and intent of the Downtown Design Overlay District regulations and 

the Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines. 

 
 

https://ecode360.com/27616304#27616304
https://ecode360.com/27616310#27616310




















 

 



DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AGENDA
CITY OF FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN

109 South Main Street (Slim & Chubby's)
 

Subject: Proposal: Wall signage
Applicant: Slim & Chubby's
 

Effect:
Initiator:
Location:
Recommendation:
  

ATTACHMENTS:
File Name
109_S_Main_Street_DARB_Memo.pdf

109_S_Main_Application_redacted.pdf

SAC_sign.pdf



CITY OF FOND DU LAC - Memorandum 

Department of Community Development 
 

Date: April 30, 2024 

To:  Downtown Architectural Review Board 

From:  Dyann Benson, Community Development Director 

Re: Project Review – 109 S Main Street (Slim & Chubby’s) 

Project Analysis 

Proposal:   Wall Signage 

Historic Status:  South Main Street Historic District/Contributing Property 

    State/National Register of Historic Places 

 

Design Review: The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine that new 

wall signage is compatible with the spirit and intent of the Downtown 

Design Overlay District regulations and the Downtown Fond du Lac 

Partnership Design Guidelines. 

 

109 S Main Street is located between 1st Street and 2nd Street on the east side of Main Street. The 

property is home to Slim & Chubby’s. The property is situated in the C-1 (Central Business) District 

and the proposal is subject to the review and approval of the Downtown Architectural Review Board. 

The property is a contributing property to the South Main Street Historic District.  

 

The previous sign was deteriorating and was removed by the owners.  The proposed sign would be 

made of wood panels (similar to the Wood’s Floral sign band) and comprised of eight (8) 1x6x16 

pieces of stained popular golden oak color.  Attached to the board with metal fasteners would be 

acrylic plastic 3/8 inch thick individual letters to spell out SAC in larger letters with Slim & Chubby’s 

below in smaller letters.   

   

Findings 

The Downtown Design Overlay District is intended to: 

 

 Preserve and restore unique and historic buildings; 

 Ensure the coordinated design of new buildings and changes to existing buildings; 

 Minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties from buildings that may detract from the 

character and appearance of the district;  

 Aid in improving the overall economic viability of the district. 

 

 

 

 



 

Relevant Code sections 

 

720-83 C. Sign design. Sign shape, color, materials and illumination shall be complementary to the 

character and architecture of the building for which it is affixed. Signage shall reflect, to the extent 

practical and appropriate, the Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines, as may be 

amended from time to time. 

 

DARB Action 

The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine that the proposed wall signage is 

compatible with the spirit and intent of the Downtown Design Overlay District regulations and the 

Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines to enhance downtown properties. 









 
SAC 

Slim & Chubby’s 



DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AGENDA
CITY OF FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN

231 South Main Street
 

Subject: Proposal: Exterior façade renovations
Applicant: Barber Enterprises Inc
 

Effect:
Initiator:
Location:
Recommendation:
  

ATTACHMENTS:
File Name
231_S_Main_Street_Memo.pdf

231_S_Main_Application_redacted.pdf

Rendering.pdf



CITY OF FOND DU LAC - Memorandum 

Department of Community Development 
 

Date: April 30, 2024 

To:  Downtown Architectural Review Board 

From:  Dyann Benson, Community Development Director 

Re: Project Review – 231 S Main Street  

Project Analysis 

Proposal:   Exterior Façade Renovations  

Historic Status:  N/A 

 

Design Review: The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine that 

exterior façade renovation is compatible with the spirit and intent of the 

Downtown Design Overlay District regulations and the Downtown 

Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines. 

 

231 S Main Street is located south of Western Avenue/4th Street.  The building is located on the east 

side of Main Street, across from Ahern Gross Plumbing.  It is the former home of Caldera HVAC. 

The property is situated in the C-2 (General Business) District. The property is located within the 

Business Improvement District (BID), but outside the Downtown Design Overlay District. The 

applicants wants to apply for Building Improvement Grant (BIG) funding and, thus, requires review 

and approval by DARB for the project.   

 

The applicant is seeking to redo the windows on the second floor, restoring the look of them to what 

appears to be their original size, but only the lower portion would be window while the upper portion 

would be a trimmed panel to look like part of the window. On the first floor, the applicant would 

install two (2) new storefront windows and two (2) transom windows above the two (2) new doors.  

The area above the new storefront windows would be a new trimmed panel façade.  The applicant is 

open to recommendations for paint colors.  

 

 Staff will have paint swatches available.   

   

Findings 

The Downtown Design Overlay District is intended to: 

 

 Preserve and restore unique and historic buildings; 

 Ensure the coordinated design of new buildings and changes to existing buildings; 

 Minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties from buildings that may detract from the 

character and appearance of the district;  

 Aid in improving the overall economic viability of the district. 



Relevant Code sections 

 

720-42 (5) Color and material elements apply to a building exterior that is generally visible to a 

public street and/or alley. 

 

720-42(5)(a) Building color should be nonreflective and relate to existing neighborhood patterns. 

High-intensity, fluorescent, day glow and/or neon and metallic colors are discouraged; where such 

colors constitute a component of a standardized corporate theme or identity, muted versions colors 

should be used. 

 

720-42 (5)(b) Primary exterior building materials should be similar and/or complementary to existing 

structures within the immediate area and the downtown area as a whole. Building materials should 

consider the facades of the structure and an adjoining structure to provide a suitable transition 

between facades. Where a side and/or rear elevation is not exposed to view from a public street, a 

combination of primary and secondary materials may be used 

 

720-42 (6) Windows and doors should be similar in size, proportion and alignment based on the 

architectural style of the building. Original door and window openings and accenting features shall be 

maintained where practical. First floor windows are required and shall establish visibility and 

transparency along the street. Replacement windows and doors should, where possible, fit into the 

original opening, minimizing the amount of blocking and/or filler panels. Replacements should match 

the existing/original in size, shape and arrangement of panes. 

 

DARB Action 

The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine that the proposed exterior façade 

renovation is compatible with the spirit and intent of the Downtown Design Overlay District 

regulations and the Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines to enhance downtown 

properties. 

https://ecode360.com/27616304#27616304
https://ecode360.com/27616310#27616310




 



DOWNTOWN ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD AGENDA
CITY OF FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN

59-61 North Main Street (PS Beauty Lounge)
 

Subject: Proposal: Wall signage
Applicant: PS Beauty Lounge
 

Effect:
Initiator:
Location:
Recommendation:
  

ATTACHMENTS:
File Name
59-61_N_Main_Street_DARB_Memo.pdf

59-61_N_Main_App_redacted.pdf

Sign_Photo.pdf



CITY OF FOND DU LAC - Memorandum 

Department of Community Development 
 

Date: April 30, 2024 

To:  Downtown Architectural Review Board 

From:  Dyann Benson, Community Development Director 

Re: Project Review – 59-61 N Main Street (PS Beauty Lounge) 

Project Analysis 

Proposal:   Wall Signage 

Historic Status:  North Main Street Historic District/Contributing Property 

    State/National Register of Historic Places 

 

Design Review: The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine that new 

wall signage is compatible with the spirit and intent of the Downtown 

Design Overlay District regulations and the Downtown Fond du Lac 

Partnership Design Guidelines. 

 

59-61 N Main Street is located south of Merrill Avenue and north of Division Street. PS Beauty 

Lounge opened in 2022 at 59 N Main Street.  The business expanded into 61 N Main Street (formerly 

Onyx Yoga). The property is situated in the C-1 (Central Business) district and the proposal is subject 

to the review and approval of the Downtown Architectural Review Board. The property is a 

contributing property to the North Main Street Historic District.  

 

In 2023, the business owner submitted various projects to DARB including new exterior paint along 

the west facade (North Main Street frontage) to unify the storefronts and a new wall sign that would 

have included individual letters.     

 

The applicant opted not to pursue individual letters and instead, refaced the previous wall sign with 

new graphics. The proposed signage meets zoning code requirements for size and location.  

   

Findings 

The Downtown Design Overlay District is intended to: 

 

 Preserve and restore unique and historic buildings; 

 Ensure the coordinated design of new buildings and changes to existing buildings; 

 Minimize adverse impacts on adjacent properties from buildings that may detract from the 

character and appearance of the district;  

 Aid in improving the overall economic viability of the district. 

 

 



 

Relevant Code sections 

 

720-83 C. Sign design. Sign shape, color, materials and illumination shall be complementary to the 

character and architecture of the building for which it is affixed. Signage shall reflect, to the extent 

practical and appropriate, the Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines, as may be 

amended from time to time. 

 

DARB Action 

The Downtown Architectural Review Board must determine that the proposed wall signage is 

compatible with the spirit and intent of the Downtown Design Overlay District regulations and the 

Downtown Fond du Lac Partnership Design Guidelines to enhance downtown properties. 
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